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Account of Proceedings at a Meeting at STOWMARKET, / 
NOVEMBER go, 1795. WE: 


— —— ARM 


MEETING having been held at STOwMaARKET, in conſequence of an Advertiſement from the SHERIFF, in which on the x6th 

of Nov. it was unanimouſly reſolved to addreſs the KIR G, in congratulation on his Eſcape from danger, and reſolved, but not 
unanimouſly, to petition the HousE of Commons for ſome farther Laws: a Petition was accordingly adopted by the Meeting; which 
conſiſted of 68, or at moſt of 73 or 4. | 


A ſmaller Meeting, in the Name of the CounTy of SUFFOLK, few probably ever ſaw: eſpecially when it is conſider'd, that the popular 
Topic of a congrat ion to the Kix d, was combin'd in the Call, with a 3 general intimation of a Petition meant to be brought 
orward for ſome Laws which were likely to be leſs unpopularly recommended the more generally and the more uncertainly intimated. 
In a fimilar manner an apparent Approbation has been obtained in various parts of the Kingdom. 


However, as theſe anticipated Recommendations were known in SUFFOLK, as elſewhere, to be deſigned as Pledges or Ap tion to 
ie Two BiLLs depending in Parliament, which it was believed, in Principle and Duration as to one of them, and in ſeveral moſt 
important circumſtances, and in the extraordinary Provijions of the other, had not been underſtood ſuch as they truly were, and till are; 
during the ſhort Deliberation (if Deliberation it could be called) at the Meeting; conſidering the very imperfe& manner in which they 
were then made known, and the erroneous apprehenſion of their being (whatever elſe they might be) merely temporary for the ſeſſion 
from their paſſing, which ſeemed then to have been entertamed of them ; a Correſpondence took place, in conſequence of which an 
ADVERTISEMENT appeared, firſt in the Bux v wt: al on Wedneſday, Nov. 25, with Six Names, and afterward in W on Satur- 
day the 28th, with additional Names, in theſe words. | | 
PUBLIC MEETING. | 


„We the underwritten, do hereby requeſt as many of the Inhabitants of this County of Suffolk as diſapprove the Principle of the New 
Treaſon and Sedition Bill, the mode of — its continuance, and its other circumſtances, and the extraordinary Proviſions of the Public 
Meeting Bill, to meet at the White Hart at Stowmarket on Monday the goth inſt. at Twelve o'clock, to conſider of a Petition againſt 
the ſaid Bi 


WILLIAM FONNEREAU, Ck. Ipſwich 
CLAUDE W. FONNEREAU, Clk. Dig 
THOMAS GREEN, Ditto. 
. CAPEL LO FFT, Troſton. 
GEO. ROGERS, Clk. Sproughtor 
JOS. B. SMYTH, Ditto. 


Mr. Gz16BY, whom the County will long rem 


WILLIAM CLERKE, Clk. Ipſwich. | 

EDWARD EVANSON, Great Blakenham. 
JOSHUA GRIGBY, Drinkſtone. 

Nj OSHUA GRIGBY, jun. Ditto 

ROBERT WALPOLE, Bayton.““ 


, and truly reſpectable Repreſentative in the late Parliament, was 
alled to the Chair: and it ſoon appearing, that it wc le for the Room to contain the Number already aſſembled, the firſt 
Motion was that of Adjournment to the CameinG GROUND, large Field the py of Mr. RouT, which had been uſed on other 
Public Meetings, and which, on application, he had obligingly conſented ſhould be uſed on this. Mr. Gr1GBy then opened the Buſineſs 
of the Day, by reading the Advertiſement. After which, Mr. Lofft addreſſed the Aﬀembly in a ſhort ſpeech: ſtating, that of the Two 
BiLLs, the Aan and SEDITION Bill went to provide for “ the ſafety of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government,” by means which 

appeared to him moſt unneceſſary, unconſtitutional, and repugnant to the End propoſed in the Title: by a moſt dangerous deviation from 
the fixed and known Law of Treaſon, which would introduce the utmoſt uncertainty and inſecurity, and would end, if ſuch a Bill could 
paſs, in bringing under the Conſtruction of Treaſon whatever the intereſts of a prevailing party, whatever a temporary fervour by whatever 
means exerted, whatever the deluſion of the Moment, might wreſt under the deſcription of that deſtructive Charge. 

That in the SEB1Tton Clauſe an undefined Crime was accompanied with a Puniſhment, neav in ſuch application of it, and at the ſame 
time indeterminate, at the diſcretion of the Judge; a Puniſhment but very lately underſtood to be a part of the Scotch Law; and if a part 
of that, moſt inauſpiciouſly adopted into the Engliſb Parliamentary Code, conſidering the occaſion and the Men againſt whom it had 
been introduced, and confidering the Nature, the application, and the Effect of the Puniſhment; a Puniſhment which might fall on the 
wiſeſt, beſt, and moſt virtuous: a Puniſhment, whatever the nominal Term might be, which falling upon Men, whoſe Fortunes and Health 
had perhaps been broken by a State Proſecution, would probably, indeed almoſt certainly, from the diftance and other circamſtances of 
their Exile, be equal to the dufation of their Lives. | 


That the PuBL1ic MettinG BILL, un ler the idea of „ effeFually 828 Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies,” againſt which there 
was no want of ſtrong and efficacious Laws already,—ftruck at the Freedom and neceſſary uſe of Public Meetings of every kind, into 
which Pohtical Diſcuſſion could in any degree enter: and inveſted the ſubordinate Magiſtracy, and any the ſmalleſt portion of that 
Magiſtracy, with an unbounded Power; totally inconſiſtent with the exerciſe of the eſſential Right of petitioning; the only ordinary and 
peaceable Refort of the People for the Removal or Prevention of bad Laws, bad meaſures of Government, and every other ſpecies of 
Public Grievance. That it equally ſtruck at Public Information, as at public Redreſs: was contradictory to every Principle of the Revo- 
lution, and conſequently not a proper fecurity to a Government founded on the Revolution, and conſtitutionally exiſting only by it's 
Principles. That to complete the Syſtem, if theſe Bills could be enacted, ſimilar Licences might more eaſily, after ſuch Precedents, and 
with perfect conformity of Principle and Deſign, be extended to the Preſs. But be this as it might, the Bills were in themſelves ſufficient | 
for the utter extinction of all conſtitutional Freedom: incompatible with public and individual ſecurity; with civil, ſocial, and natural Right. 


But that he did not wiſh the Meeting to judge of theſe Bills on his or any Man's ſtatement or opinion concerning them: he wiſhed them 
to be judged by their plain and direct meaning; as it would appear in the Bills themſelves. The reading of them would certainly take time: 
but they would be willing to give that time (the laſt perhaps which the Laws would allow them) to a purpoſe ſo neceſſary to fair and 
conſid (ate Enquiry: as nothing would be more unbecoming, more unworthy of a Public Meeting, and of the Principles and Motives of 
_ who had called this, than to aſk that they ſhould expreſs any ſentiments concerning the Bills without having previoufly and fully heard 
em, . 2 N : 
He therefore moved, that the BLS be read. This being ſeconded, they were moſt diſtinctly read by Mr. Gx EEx, who had oppoſed / 
the Petition at the former Meeting ; and were heard with the greateſt Order and Attention. 


After which, Mr. Lofft again addreſſed the Meeting: and informed them, that he had a ſeries of REesOLves to propoſe for their 
Adoption or Rejection; according as they ſhould believe the Facts, Principles, and Reaſons they contained agreed with the CONTENTS 
of the Two Bil us, or diſagreed with them. That if they ſhould adopt the Reſolves, he meant to propoſe a Petition containing the fub- 
ſtance, and nearly the words of the Reſolves; or of ſuch part of them as they might be ſatisfied merited their Adoption. That there were 
other Petitions which would alſo probably be propoſed to the Meeting. But that as the Reſolves formed a connected ſeries, it appeared 
requiſite that they ſhould be firſt read throughout: leſt any part of the Meeting might otherwiſe ſuffer an unjuſt difficulty by adopting 
ſome of the Reſolves without having been frſt apprized of the Nature and Tendency of the whole: That afterward he propoſed to rea 
each a ſecond time: in order that the Queſtion might be ſeparately and diſtinctly put on each. This was done accordingly. 


The Meeting certainly coniſted of ſeveral Hundreds. Opinions varied conſiderably of how many it might conſiſt above C. b 
Cox OF THE RESOLUTIONS. 4 
RESOLVED, | . — 8 


1. That we heartily wiſh the ! and happineſs of the King, and the preſervation of the whole Conſtitution from violence and injury of whatever 

kind, and by whomſoever attempted. | 
2 That we know, both from information and experience, that our Common and Stature Law have 3 ſtrong and effectual reſtraints againſt 

Treaſon and tre ſonable attempts, againſt Sedition, againft tumultuous and unlawful Aſſemblies; and for the ſecurity of his Majefty's perſon and governs 

ment; his heirs and ſucceſſors, as eſtabliſhed at the Revolution. : 
; t theſe Laws have been found ſufficient in times of tumult and peril, very different from the preſent, and far more urgent in extent and degree 

of = in times of actual rebellion within the Iſland, in ſupport of pretenſions to the Throne, which are now no longer to be apprehended. 

8 . _ have been found effectual in the preſent times, on all ſudden and alarming emergencies, whenever they have been faithfully and 
ontely executed. ; ; 
That without a ſuitable adminiſtration of them, no laws can be effectual; and the more ſevere, new, and intricate, the leſs likely to be executed. 

6. That we concur in the ſentiments expreſſed in an anti:nt ſtatute *, paſſed when certain newly introduced treaſons were abrogated and annulled, and 

the Law of'1'reaſon reduced within its ancient channel, as marked and limited by the ſtatute of the 25th Edw. III. that & the ſtate of every King, Ruler, 

34 1 and conſiſteth more aſſured in the love and favour of the ſubject than in the dread and fear of laws made with rigorous pains 

e p ent.“ 


* 1 Mar. Ano 1553. 


„ | | 2 FA 


- That in all caſc < ciall in caſes where ſtate define uency ma be charged, whether capital or of high miſdemeanour it is moſt deſirable 
bas That in 8 2 = =o muſt walk, .at the 8 ne they Liberty: their Honour, their Lives, their perſonal and deſcendible Rights, 
d — 


ſhoul clear and plain; for which the OS: . law aſcertained and fixed by repeated ſolemn adjudications, muſt give the beſt, and indeed the only 
ſecurity adequate to the peculiar nature of ſuch caſes. : : 5 

8. That — have 1 conſidered a Bill how depending in Parliament, entitled, An A# for the ſafety and preſervation of his Majeſly's Perſon and 
Government apainſs treaſonable and ſeditions practices and attempts.” : 3 3 

9. That = « | * pinke and belief declared by 3 numbers in various parts of the Kingdom, during the very ſhort time ſince the ſaid Bill 
and its companion Bill have been p ed, by Men of moſt acknowledged abilities and information in the 'Two Houſes of Parliament, whom we believe 
in many inſtances, and in this eſpecially, to have approved themſelves the true friends of their 7 and the Conſtitution, that ſuch Bill is by no means 
neceſſary, or any way conducive to the ſafety of his Majeſty; nor agreeable to the Principles of the Conſtitution and the Bill of Rights. 5 

10. That particularly in that part which relates to the compaſſing and deviſing againſt the King, and to the compaſſing and deviſing of a conſtructive 
levying of War, there is a moſt dangerous and uncertain extenſion of the Law of Treaſons; which we think not founded on juſt principles of criminal 
Law, not ſupported by precedents from the beſt and moſt enlightened times, and not recommended by its ſucceſs in thoſe times when it was tried. 

11. That in that clauſe which expreſſes in an indeterminate manner the crime of Sedition, there is annexed to the faid crime, ſo 8 expreſſed, 
a new and unuſual puniſhment, and that too at the diſcretion of the Judge; which will leave Juries at utter uncertainty reſpecting the kind as well as 
meaſure of puniſhment attendant upon conviction.— And as this great inconvenience of uncertainty of puniſhment has attended an attempt of amending 
the ſaid Bill, we conſider it as a corroborative proof that the Bill is, in its nature, not amendable. | : 8 

12. That we think the limitation of the continuance of the ſaid Bill, during his Majeſty's life, highly unneceſſary and improper; and injurious to the 
affection and confidence which The People has uniformly expreſſed, and his Majeſty ſo repeatedly and e e | 

13. That we think the Laws have done already what laws can do, for the ſecurity and preſervation of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and that 
of the ſucceſſion, agreeably to the principles, and upon the conditions of the Revolution; but that we think the beſt and moſt effectual ſecurity muſt. 
depend on good meaſures of Government, a wiſe and benevolent attention to the diſtreſſes of an affectionate A the well confidered reform of Abuſes, 
ſo as to reſtore the Conſtitution to purity and vigour ; and the ſpeedieſt adoption of thoſe means which may tecure to his Majeſty and the Nation the 
dleſſings of Peace. | | 3 ä I : : : | 

14 That we find the right of petitioning expreſsly ſtated, aſſerted, and declared, in that Statute which our anceſtors eſtabliſhed as the baſis and limit 
of the Government ſettled by the Revolution, and which is commonly known by the name of the Bill of Rights; being entitled, © An A for declarin 
the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown,” in which Statute, among other Articles“ claimed, demanded, and tnfiſted 
upon,” and then ſolemnly acknowledged and declared as our undoubted Rights and Liberties, is this: x | | 

« That it is the Right of the Subject to petition the King, and that all commitments and proſecutions for ſuch petitioning are illegal.“ 
15. That wherever a Right is e and declared; the neceſſary means for the Exerciſe of that right are of courte implied. 

16. That in a ſettled and peaceable ſtate of things, ſuch as we wiſh always to ſee maintained for ourſelves and our poſterity, this right of* 3 
againſt grievances and abuſes, and for the attainment of ſeaſonable remedies according to law, is the great and ſole reſort of The People: and hath often, 
and molt beneficially been exerted in behalf of the Conſtitution, the public intereſts, liberties, ſecurity, and welfare; and hath often been, and we 
truſt will yet be, a prevention of the greateſt evils and calamities which otherwiſe would have fallen on the Kingdom and People. TOE 

17. That the Liberty of the Preſs, and the Liberty of Speech, we regard as eſſential to public Infermation, vital to our liberties and Conſtitution, and 

r to our nature, as rational and focial beings.  — 7 * „ ͤ ˙m— Ee f 1 : 

18. That we have attentively conſidered the other ſubject of this Meeting, a Bill entitled « A Bill for the more effeRually preventing Seditious Mectings 
and Aſſemilics.” | : . 

2 we are of opinion the ſaid Bill engrafts the proviſions of the Riot Act, adapted to caſes of violence and extreme neceſſity, on caſes and 
bee — of that 3 and ſo as to be applicable, and in danger of being applied to caſes of no neceſſity, and where there may be no ground 

ro nterference at all. | ; 5 

D 'That we think the power given to the Magiſtrate, to arreſt + on the ſpot, where he has an ill opinion of the nature and tendency of the diſcourſe 
of any perſon, ſpeaking at a county or other public Meeting, is moſt uncertainly and dangerouſly eee, Kere. is incompatible with the neceſſary freedom 
of ſpeech, without which no public Meeting can be properly and beneſicially held. b N 

21. That the other power, of diffolving and diſperſing a whole aſſembly, however regularly convened, however peaceable and orderly, however 
neceſſary, upon the mere declaration of two Juſtices, or of an Under-ſheriff and one Juſtice, that © ſpecial circumſtances render the farther continuance 
of the meeting « dangerous to the public peace,” is an enormous power; and ſuch as, if poſſibly it can aſſume the form of law, will render the exerciſe of 
the right of lawfully aſſembling and petitioning, utterly precarious and deſpiſed. 1 

22. That the power of putting all places of political lecture and debate, whether ſolely or partly uſed for that p e, where money is received for 
admiſſion, under licence 35, for ſuch term, 2 on ſuch conditions, as Juſtices ſhall preſcribe, and thoſe revocable at pleaſure, and ſubjecting all places, 
where ſuch meetings may be ſuſpected, to viſitation and ſearch by a Juſtice, ſtrikes at the root of a very general mode of rational ſatisfaction and infor- 
mation, of which the abuſes, where and ſo far as they exiſt, were open and acceſſible to the coercion. of the ſubſiſting laws. 3 

23. That in that part of the Bill which contains the clauſe providing licences for places where Engliſhmen may ſpeak upon political queſtions on certain 
terms and conditions, to be preſcribed by the licenſers, and revocable at their pleaſure, we obſerve, that the ſaid clauſe is worded with ſuch latitude and 
obſcurity, that we apprehend it may indirectly act to the prevention even of County Meetings, where money is received, as uſual, by the landlord of 
an houſe 9 — meetings have been uſually held, if for any reaſon it may be thought convenient to avoid employing the direct means againſt 

em given by ws | | File 5 ; t 

24. That obſerving the 8 of the Two Bills, we cannot but apprehend, if theſe paſs into law, the extenſion of fimilar-licences to the Preſs. But 
independent of this, we think the Bills contain the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt grounds for oppoſing them by all and conſtitutional means. 

| 15 e pay latter Bill may be of a duration more temporary than the other, we think that not either is of a nature neceſſary or fit to become 
a law for a ſingle hour. | 


26. That a Petition be forthwith propoſed to this Meeting againſt the ſaid Bills. 


* 


The following is the Petition which Mr. Lofft meant to have moved. 
To the Honourable the COMMONS of GREAT BRITAIN in Parliament aſſembled. | 
The PETITION of the underſigned Freeholders and Inhabitants of the County of SUFFOLK, Sheweth, 


THAT your Petitioners moft ſincerely wiſh the ſafety of his Majeſty's Perſon, the preſervation of Order and good Government, and the ſecurity 
of the whole Conſtitution againſt violence and injury of whatever kind. 7 | 

Your Petitioners do therefore moſt earneſtly requeſt, that the fulleſt Confideration may be given to Two Bit Hs now depending in Parliament: 
the ane entitled, * An A for the fafety and preſervation of his Majeſty's Perfon and Government againſt treaſonable and ſeditious Practices and Attempts,” 
andthe other, © Bill for the more eſſectually preventing Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies.” - 3 eng 1} 

The Title of theſe Hils your Petitioners obſerve to contain very popular and deſirable objects. | 5 0 

But they conceive ſuch objects to be beſt and only attainable by a due execution of the ſubſiſting Laws; by good meafures of Government; by 
the diff afion of the means of Public Information; by a well conſidered Removal of thoſe Abuſes, which have ſeparated the Practice from the Spirit 
of the Conſtitution ; by a benevolent and provident attention to the diſtreſſes of an affectionate People, not only with reſpe& to their ſubſiſtence 
during the War, but, what they believe to be infinitely more efficacious and deſirable, by the uſe of thofe means which are conftitutionally repoſed 
in his Majetty and the Parliament, for the moſt ſpeedy Reſtoration of the Bleffings of Pzact. ; 

That, as far as Laws can be effectual, your Petitioners conceive the ſubfifting Laws ate already ſo, againſt Treaſon and treafonable Attempts; 
againſt S:dition ; againſt tumultuous and unlawful Afiemblies :—but that, concurring in the ſentiment of the antient Statutes, hy which, in ſucceſſive 
times, certain newly introduced Treaſons were abrogated and annulled, and the Law of Treaſon reduced within its antient Channel, as marked 
and limited by the 25 Edw. III. they feel great concern at the departure from thoſe Limits, by the introduction of a moſt dangerous and uncertain 
extenſion of Treaſon, founded on an undefined compaſſing and devifing againſt the King, and an undefined compaſſing and devifing of a conſtuclixe 


- 


4. 401 and, at the ſame time, an indeterminate deſcription of the Crime of Sedition, accompanied by a new, indeterminate and unuſual 
uniſhment. . : | 


And this departure from the known deſcription of Treaſon, they think neither warranted in Principle, nor ſupported by good Precedent, nor 
recommended by any beneficial experience. | e 8 | | 


3 ee part as it ſtood originally, it has ſince been till more entarged, is copied from 13 Car. II. c. Anno 1660. what is called 13 Car. is the firſt 
actual reign. i 
+ In vein it has been contended that in the exerciſe of this diſcretion the vn 9 would be amenable to Law, and puniſhable in caſe of abuſe of it. 
The diſcretion is ſo wide, and its object ſo indeterminate, that it would be difficult indeed to prove an abuſe of it, however real and great, by ſuch legal 
evidence as would be requiſite to conviction. And be this as it may, between the Juſtice and the Individual, (to ſay nothing of the inconvenience and 
diſadvantages of the conteſt) it is little or nothing to the Public. With the Public the true conſideration is, that the Proceedings of every Meetin ue 
eat and general queſtions would be liable to be interrupted and defeated by indefinite and diſcretionary power in a fingle perſon, And to this Miſc ief 
t ſuffices that the power be exerciſed, whatever ſubſequent examination of its exerciſe may or may not ariſe in a Court of Law. Indeed it may be 
2 laid that the miſchiefis done by the very giving of the power, whether exerciſed or not: fince from. the moment it exiſts as a part of the Public 
2 n= Public Meeting on Political Subjects, Fartiamen t excepted, is impaired in its neceſſary Freedom by the very liability to the exerciſe of ſuch 
Win reſpect to licences, which are ſo circumſtanced as virtually to amount to prohibition of political Lecture and Debate, and will 1 
reduc the Societies which may chvſe to act under them to theharmles ffrivolity of ſuch Queſtions as —— advertiſed, alike remote — 
rom rationality, it is remarkable this part of the Bill is copied, with little alteration, from an expreſsly probibitory Bill againſt Sunday Evening 


Secietics, which paſſed with leſs conſideration than it in the 
Profenation f the Lord's Dey commonly — 494; OE year 1781, (21 G. III. c. 49.) under the title of © An A to prevent certain Abuſer and 
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C: 4 
They think it - with the introduction of other indeterminate Charges, by which State Delinquency would hereafter be imputable and triable, 
and the Lives, Honour, Aberty, perſonal and deſcendible Rights, of Men accuſtomed and entitled to live under a known Rule of Law, liable to 
brought in Peril —utterly uimeceſſary and mex pedient; by no means conducive to the ſafety of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government; and incom- 
atible with the Principles of the Conſtitution, and the Bill of Rights. : 

Your Petitioners regard the ht of Petition ing the King, and, by parity of Reaſon, both, or either, of the two Houſes of Parliament, as their 
neceſſary, undoubted, and perpetual Right; aſſei ted, recognized and declared by that Statute, on which their Anceſtors eſtabliſhed the Baſe and 
Limit of Government, as ſettled by'the Revolution,—the Bill of Rights. 7 

They know, that when a Right N acknowledged and declared, the neceſſary means to the exerciſe of that Right, are, of courſe and neceſſity, 
implied. . 

"bs they feel, that the Power given of Arreſt, as often as a Magiſtrate ſhould declare an ill Opinion of the nature and tendency of a Diſ- 


| courſe of any perſon ſpeaking at a County or other Public Meeting, and that he thinks the ſame incites to a contempt of the eſtabliſhed Govern « 


ment and Conttitution, - though the ſame may not be treaſonable or ſeditious, nor liable to Ari eſt or Reſtraint, by any ſubſiſtent Law,—is wholly. 
inconſiſtent with the Freedom of Speech, without which no County or other Public Meeting can be properly and heneficially holden ; and conſe 
quently repugnant to the exerciſe of the Right of deliberating, diſcuſſing, and petitioning at ſuch Meetings; which hath often, and moſt benefi- 
cially, been exerted in ſupport of the Conſtitution, the Public Intereſts, Liberty, Security, and Welfare, and hath dſten been, and, we truit, 
will yet be, the prevention of the greateſt calamities to the Kingdom and People. ö * | 

Your Petitioners repreſent farther, that the Power given by the ſame Bill to two Juſtices, or an Under Sheriff and one Juſtice®, to diſſolve and 
diſperſe a County or other Public Meeting, however regularly convened, however peaceable and orderly, however neceflary, on the mere Decla- 
ration, that ** ſpecial circumſtances exiſt, rendering, in their opinion, the continuance of ſuch Meeting dangerous to the Public Peace, is an euor- 
mous Power; and ſuch as would render the exerciſe of the Right of lawfully afſembling and petitioning utterly precarious and deſpiſed. 

They never can forget, that the Liberty of the Preſs and the Freedom of Speech are eſſential to Public Information, vital to their Liberties and 
Conſtitution, and proper to their Nature, as rational and ſocial Beings. 

But they obſerve, that a Clauſe in the Bill againſt which they now petition, ſubjects the Liberty of political Lecture and Debate, in Places where 
money is received for admiſſion, to Licences for a certain ſpace, or other leſs time, revocable at pleaſure ; and expoſes to viſitation and ſearch by a 
Juſtice, any Houſe where he may ſuſpect ſuch Meeting to be held: and thus makes a very general mode of rational ſatisfaction and information, and 
an Habit which Engliſhmen ought molt freely to cultivate, dependent on the will of the appointed Licenſers and Searchers. | : 

They think it natural to apprehend, that if thus much ſhould paſs into an Act, the Liberty of the Preſs would be ſubje to like Licences; and 
they notice a latitude and obſcurity in this Clauſe, by which they think it would be likely, in its application, indirectly to affect County + or other 

ublic Meetings. | | | 
: But, independent of theſe conſiderations, they think the two Bills, againſt which, as great numbers have been already in every part of the 
kingdom, they are now Petitioners, contain, in their certain and direct purport, the cleareſt and moſt urgent motives for oppoſing them by ail 
legal and conſtitutional means. 3 | 8 | 

Witt. reſpe& to the Duration of the two Bills, they obſerve the former to be expreſsly limited“ during his Majeſty's Life, and for the Seſſion 
after the Demiſe of the Crown: this they think incanfiftent with the confidence and affetion uniformly expreſſed by the People, and ſo re- 
peatedly and recently acknowledged by his Majeſty ; and, otherwiſe, totally unneceſſary and unſuitable. >. 

The latter, from different Clauſes, and the Form of the concluding Clauſe, appears to be intended for at leaſt ſeveral years: they now under- 
ſtand it to be three, with a ſpace beyond ſufficient to provide for its continuance. And if ſuch a Bill can paſs and remain for three years, they fear 
it may he much leſs difficult to continue it hereafter. | ö | 

But the moſt temporary continuance that could have been aſſigned would not have reconciled the Judgment or the Feelings of your Petitioners 
to either. : 

They do not ſtate their Objections on a vague apprehenſion of ſuggeſted tendencies : but on attentive Conſideration of the Contents of the two 
Bills; which they earneſtly pray and hope that, on due deliberation, the wiſdom of your honourable Houſe, and your attention to the ſentiments 
and wiſhes of Tie People, will not ſuffer to paſs into Law. 4 


The Petiticn which was adopted by the Meeting vas that which had been previouſly adopted by the Inhabitants of Buzy. And is in 


theſe words. | | | 
To the Hononrable the CCM MONs of GREAT BRITAIN, in Parliament afſembled. 
The Humble PETITION of the underſigned REEHOLDERS and INHABITANTS of the County of SUFFOLK. Sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners approach this Honourable . Louſe with ſentiments of unfeigned attachment to the principles of the Conſtitution 
eſtabliſhed by the glorious Revolution of 1688. | | 

That your Petitioners have ſeen with indignation the prnciples of that Conſtitution violated by the atrocious inſult lately offered to the perſon of 
his Majeſty. 38 | 

But Cs Petitioners view with the moſt ſerious ahrm the introduction of Two Bills into Parliament, the one entitled, © An AR for the 


Safety and Preſervatioa of his Majeſty's Perſon and Govenment againſt treaſonable and ſeditious Practices and Attempts ;” the other, © An Act 


for the more effectually preventing ſeditious Meetings ani Aſſemblies; the obvious tendency of which is to inveſt the Magiſtrates with a new 


»ndarbitrary power, to introduce new penal Laws and caſtruRtive Treaſons, and to build on the ruins of our deareſt rights a ſyſtem incompatible - 


I By free Conſtution whatever. 


your Petitivners conſider the ſaid Bills as unnecſſary, impolitic, and unconſtitutional. Unneceſſary, becauſe the exiſting laws are ade - 


4 2s well to the detection as tothe puniſhment of offaders. Impolitic, becauſe they will leſſen that confidence which ſhould ſubſiſt between 
eople and their Repreſentatives, and that reſpe& whth is due to the Magiſtrates and the Laws. And Unconſtitutional, becauſe they tend to 
utrate the proviſions of the Bill of Rights; to deprive he People of the privileges of Petition and Remonſtrance ; to prevent this Honourable 


Houſe from being informed of the wiſhes of its eee ; to extend the influence of the Executive Power; and by reſtraining the conſtitutional 


exerciſe of political diſcuſſion, to ſurrender into its hands he bu!warks of popular Liberty. | 

Therefore your Petitioners moſt humbly intreat this Hhourable Houſe not to permit the ſaid Bills to become the laws of the realm. 

That your Petitioners, convinced that the preſent —— enſions of public danger ariſe more from the continuance of a diſaſtrous War than from 
any other cauſe, are of opinion, that the Reſtoration of Pere, by leſſening the public burdens, will better tend to allay popular diſcontent than the 
moſt coercive Regulations; they therefore humbly hope pat this Honourable Houſe will uſe its beſt exertions to obtain a Termination of Hoſtili- 
ties, as the moſt certain means of preſerving internal trayuillity. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, ſhall er pray, &C. &c. 


[ The Petitiol is ſtated to have received 1300 ſignatures. ] 
3 That the Right Hon. CnARLES James FoxRicuarDd BrINSLEY SHERIDAN, Eſq. and James Maxrix, Eſq. be requeſted to preſent 
e laid Petition. 
That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to thoſe Memers of the two Houſes of Parliament who have ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the two Bills againſt 
which this Meeting hath now petitioned. 
That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. Lofft. : | : 
That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to thoſe Ghtlemen who, by their names annexed to the Advertiſement for that purpoſe, have been the 


Cauſe of calling this Meeting. . 
That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the irjan for his conduct in the Chair. 


——_—_—_— 


. * — 2 5 | 
* This ſpecial Aeg r Clauſe was at laſt — — after mn _ —_—_ . A, avugh in ico noturo incupable ofodification Hy 
fo far the force of the Public Sentiment, in and out of Parliiment, was re _ TEN q = ; 

+ This Clauſe too has been altered in the Committee; but the Bill, after gative advantages it has gained from Oppoſition, remains ſuch, 


that none but its Framers and Supporters will claim the nzrit of it. The miſchies of which it is diveſted, however unwillingly laid aſide, were ſuper· 
fi 1 . . : ö 
uous to its purpoſe C. Lu N 1298: 
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